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day's routine was done and after the Council had supped, to
be merry with them. This happened so frequently that not once
in a month could More get leave to go home to his wife and
children.
But, apart from the personal question, the separation of
Henry from Catherine meant a quarrel between England
and the Emperor Charles; yet, on the friendship between
those two, in More's view, rested all hopes of permanent
European peace and stability. But the threat to European
unity was more deadly even than that. If the Emperor opposed
the divorce, and the Pope would not grant it, then Henry had
his own solution. So far as England was concerned, Henry
would be King, Emperor, and Pope all in one; he would be
Supreme Head of the English Church, and his Archbishop
of Canterbury should declare him to be still a bachelor.
Wolsey's failure to achieve any solution on less drastic lines
led to his fall, and More was commanded to fill Wolsey's
place as Chancellor. More tried to avoid the dangerous
honour. Already the King had consulted him on the 'divorce'
question, and he had been unable to accept the royal view.
But when Henry had promised More that in prosecuting the
matter of the divorce he would use only those whose consciences
were persuaded, while those who thought otherwise he would
use in other business, More had no excuse for refusing office.
The judicial side of his office he transacted with a dispatch
and incorruptibility which, together with his reputation as a
jester, made him one of the most popular figures of sixteenth-
century tradition.
Otherwise his short Chancellorship was a succession of
disappointments and humiliations. The business of the divorce
went on, and with it the King's claim to be Supreme Head of
the Church of England. Finally, on 15 May, 1532, came the
event which, if there be any one such event, must mark the
beginning of modern England. The clergy of England made
their submission to the King. It is here that we should make,
if we make it anywhere, the division between Medieval life
and our Modern life. The fact that this division cuts into the
middle of a dynasty and of a reign is all to the good, because it